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State s Great Places board named 
Corridor business and cultural leaders 

were among those named last week to 

the state s first Great Places board. 

The board is within the state s 

Department of Cultural Affairs, and is 

designed to bring together the resources 

of state government to build capacity in 

communities, regions, neighborhoods 

or districts to cultivate the unique and 

authentic qualities that make these 

areas special places to live and work. 

The board will advise in the design of 

the Iowa Great Places initiative and 

assist in the selection of three pilot 

Great Places. The 12 members were 

appointed by Coy. Tom Vilsack. 

Mark Ginsberg of Iowa City, owner of 

M.C Ginsberg Objects of Art; Terry 

Lynch of Marion, director of Marketing 

for Fox Engineering in Ames; and 

Amanda Styron of Mount Pleasant, a 

student at the University of Iowa and 

executive coordinator of the Johnson 

County Cultural Alliance, are among the 

board s members. 

The board also includes Robin 

Anderson, of Mason City; David 

Bernstein, Sioux City; Claire Celsi, Des 

Moines; Samantha Ericson. Pleasant 

Hill; Tom Hanafan, Council Bluffs; 

Quentin Hart, Waterloo; Bill Menner, 

Gnnnell; Gil Spence, Dubuque; and Rita 

Vagas, Davenport. 

The places will be unveiled Oct. 11. 
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